— perillous time, by a few, who bave been bewatiing their own, and others Abomnations, and would Hot be INE ian 
their Redeemer, who is holy, be exalted in Righteoufneffe,’ and his Name which hath beenjo much = = 
foundiathe late fingle Perfon/in a profelfed Or 2m haughty and. abufive fpiriz, 
foundin Fcrion(in a profeffed purfuire of Reformation)not diftinouifhing the 
in the force he exercifed the precious fromthe vile, 
upon the long Parliament (after the Lord had fo long honoured them-in. his work, 
preferved in the very fire a faithful Seed amongthem) which, with the like infuleing aad contempt,thatafterward 
triumphed over a faithful people in the little Affembly that followed, hath returned in juft reprosch & fhame upontheir 
aii © heads who fo infulted,andcould not,therfore in that {pirit, make any bleffed ule of the beft of men who cleavedtothem. --f 
the moft hopeful means bringing little forth’, but meere confufion, yet we cannot but acknowledge to the glory of God on high € 
that Party of the faid Parliament; and none but the upright and cruly 
penitent amongtt them , Oth OF of duty and great Corruptions, ought of right, leeme, 
fharers in tne truft of Role » over the hardly pA People of thie 
 ‘Firft, Then” we,,do in humility and feare, witneffe againft the fetting up or introducing any Perfon whatfoever, as King | 
| or chicfe Magiltrate , ora Houle Of Lords > OF any other thing of like import, under what name or title focver, or any | 
power arifing from the Nation, as a Nation upon the old corrupt and almoft ruinated conftitution apprehending thar 
Secondly, Wee do humbly witneffe againft the foundation of future Violence, of bringing into, or continuing in Au. - 
thority any who joyned-with the late fingle Perfon, otherwife then by firft. manifefting fruit. meete for repentance, for fuch 
| Py our > as and have-bia fo much betrayed, and the name of our hea- 
_venly Father, atter ali his works of wonder with us, fo much thereby prophaned , to our greateft priefe even throuch 
_ Thirdly, Wee do hereby humbly witneffe a®aintt the imploying in the Armies, or Navy, any Commanders who have 
- been ative in the Refignation of the Goveramentto the deceafed fingle Perfon, or in the abufing any Chriftians mett to mourne 
over their back-flidings and abominations , or that informed agaioft or fupplanted their diflenting Brethren, or were princi- 
pall in contriving or prefenting any of the blafphemous or flattering addreffes, or were Jaolers or Keepers of their Bretheren, | 
_in.Holds or Pri‘ons, or that received extraordinary rewards or titles of honour from the late fingle Perfon or his Succeffor , or - 
any deriving power fromthem, or that a&ed by either of their Arbitrary Commands, to the banifhment of any ‘without legall — 
Tryall» out of the Nation, or that contrived or a&ed in the unrighteous and fhamefull proceeding againft fuch of the late B- . 
nemay as lived peaceably, and had no hand ia the infurre@tion, by decimating of them contrary. t > Articles and publique faith of 
the Nation, unleffe fome good proofe of repentance in truth, be manifefted for thefe, or fuch. of thefe abominations, as they 


;Xe- And -pofitively, we do now defire witneffe for, and humbly affért, that the right of making and giving Lawes unto men, és 
LW originally.in God, who hath given this power, as well as the execution thereof, unto Chriff as hee is the Sonn of map, and - 
id by therein made univerfall Lord and Soveraigne over the whole World, and under Chrift as his Minifters, a certaine number of 
> men qualified and limitted accosding to his Word, ought to be fett apart to the Office of chiefe Rule and. Government over — 
y thefe Nations, as part of Chrifts univerfall Kingdome. And we do claim, that only men of courage, fearmg God, and hating 
Covetoufneffe , might be imployed in the truft oF Rule, and ig all places of publique Judicature ; yea,if itbe poffible,in every place. 
publique Truft in thele three Nations. And. that all the Lawes refpeéting the right of men, might be fo truly ordered by 


the Scriptures to the exaltation of Chrift, our Lord, King, and Law-giver , asthat in point of right:no difference might be made 
he Rule the offendor may be punifhed, and 


betwixt good and bad, nor this or that profeffion in Religion , but by one right > pu 
the injured effeQually relieved with expedition: the faid Lawes being firft fo plainely declared, as the pooreft in the Land =~ 
may underftand their Cafe; and that it be dilpenfed fo nigh their dwellings, as that udgment might not be turned imo 


ood, as hitherto it hath been, through partiality, intricacy , vexatious delayes, and diftances. 
with the. Rizhts or true liberty of Confcience un-- 


Thatas an intollerable‘burthen and oppreffion, inconfiftent w fa fue lil 
to all, the Rulers over men forbeare for ever to impofe any nationall, parochiall Minittry. fo as to inforce any forme of Woifhip 
fuited to their intereft, or compell men of one perfwafion,to maintaine any man of another, in the Miniftry. 
which is the good he kath fhewed to us, as onely 
uity msy [opp her mouth, is the Publique good 
heart throughout the Land may fellow it , againft 
which under the fhalowe of the Lord owrGod 


That thus doing -Juftice, loving Mercy, and walking humbly with tur God ; 
tending to the whole Nation be- bleft , and all 
Canufe, we defire may be fo revived in truth, 4s that all the upright im 
every private fattious or Carnalt (though sationall ) {pirts and oppofition whatfoever , 
Almighty, we fett forth as our Teftimony, and Subferibe. 


Clement Irton, Hitt. Parfons. 
Ro. Overton. 


repared, and ready to be publi id at the breaking forth of the late infurrettion, whish vccafioned 4 fore — 
infurrettion, fome of us have bin eye witnelfes of 


T 110° preceding Teftimony wat at 
eaft mig [eafon to gratify the Adverfary concerning whith 


fuch abuminable treachery,malignity,and enmity in many in eminent power, andin Armes ander them, and in the 


4 the Old Caule and people ingaged therein, them thefe whe openly without fuch pewer rofeup againft 

ia reformation herein, weeintend to witne/s againft with fall evidence , soshe conviction of fact upright omnes, 
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